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In April 2010, the Granite state Poll included three new 
questions about climate change on its survey of 512 
New Hampshire residents. Key findings are as follows:
•	 slightly more than half the respondents believe 
they understand “a moderate amount” about 
climate change or global warming. Twenty-nine 
percent believe they understand “a great deal.” 
understanding tends to increase with education.
•	 About half think that most scientists agree climate 
change is happening now, caused mainly by 
human activities. On the other hand, 41 percent 
think there is little agreement among scientists.
•	 similarly, about half personally believe that 
climate change is happening and is human 
caused. Thirty-nine percent believe it is 
happening but with natural causes. Only 4 
percent believe that climate change is not 
happening.
•	 most of those with college or postgraduate 
education believe that climate change is 
happening now, caused by humans, and that 
scientists agree on this point.
•	 sharp polarization exists. While a large majority 
of Democrats believe that climate change 
is happening and is human caused, most 
republicans believe it is a natural phenomenon. 
Three-fourths of Democrats but only one-fourth 
of republicans think that most scientists agree.
•	 There is a strong correlation between personal 
beliefs and perceptions about the scientific 
consensus.
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richardson	et	al.,	Synthesis Report from Climate Change: 






























































		 8	 C a r s e y 	 I n s t I t u t e
Building	knowledge	for	families	and	communities
The	Carsey	Institute	conducts	policy	research	on	vulnerable	
children,	youth,	and	families	and	on	sustainable	community	
development.	We	give	policy	makers	and	practitioners	timely,	
independent	resources	to	effect	change	in	their	communities.	
This	work	was	supported	by	the	Carsey	Institute	endowment	
and	the	university	Office	of	sustainability.
Huddleston	Hall
73	Main	street	
Durham,	nH	03824
(603)	862-2821
www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu
since	1997,	the	university	Office	of	sustainability—the	oldest	
endowed	sustainability	program	in	higher	education	in	the	
united	states—has	been	transforming	unH	into	a	sustainable	
learning	community	across	curriculum,	operations,	research	
and	engagement,	and	initiatives	in	biodiversity,	climate,	food,	
and	culture.	
www.sustainableunh.unh.edu
